INTRODUCING

The SAMPE Global Emerging Engineers Challenge invites the
brightest early-career engineers and researchers from around the
world to push the boundaries of materials and manufacturing.

This year’s theme: “Innovative Frontiers in Advanced
Manufacturing,” challenges teams to demonstrate how they can
improve a chosen component’s manufacturing process using
innovative approaches such as advanced materials, robotics, data
analytics, or machine learning.

Compete for international recognition, a cash prize, and the
opportunity to present live during the SAMPE Technical Sessions
at JEC World in Paris (March 11, 2026).
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COMPETITION
FORMAT

Round 1 | Video Submission

Deadline: December 17, 2025, 11:59 pm PST
(UTC/GMT -8)

A global panel of SAMPE experts from academia and

industry will review all videos, and the Top 3 teams will
advance to the Live Final at JEC World on the SAMPE

Stage.

Submit a 2-minute video (in English)
’ introducing your sustainability-
focused design concept HERE.

Round 2 | Live Final at JEC World

Date: March 11, 2026

The judges will select one winning team, who will
receive the cash prize.

Each team presents a 7-minute
presentation + 3-minute Q&A before
L an international panel of judges on

N the SAMPE Stage.




JUDGING CRITERIA
Round 1| Video (100 points)

Criteria

Scientific Content

Originality / Creativity
Communication / Enthusiasm

Added Value Brought by the Team

Round 2 | Live Final (100 points)
Criteria

Justification for Design Improvements
Data Quality / Analysis

Scientific / Engineering Solution
Sustainability Impact

Team Collaboration

Presentation Delivery

Q&A Performance

Points

30

20

20

30

Points

20

20

20

10

10

10

10



WHO CAN ENTER

Early-career engineers within 10
years of completing an
undergraduate degree

Teams of 2-4 members

Participants may come from
academia, postdoctoral programs,
or industry

One entry per team (organizations or
institutions may submit multiple
teams)

FINALIST SUPPORT

SAMPE Global is committed to supporting finalists as they prepare to compete on
an international stage:

e Up to €1,500 travel stipend per team (issued after attendance confirmation)

¢ Industry mentor assigned to each finalist team

o Official recognition letter to assist with institutional or corporate travel
support

e Free one-year SAMPE membership for finalist team members



KEY DATES

Milestone Date

Global Call for Entries Opens October 2025

December 17, 2025

Video Submission Deadline )
No Extensions

Finalists Announced January 2026
Mentorship January - February 2026
Live Final at JEC World, Paris March 11, 2026
RULES & REQUIREMENTS

e All submissions must be original and created entirely by the participants.

e Entries cannot be generated by artificial intelligence.

e Participants are responsible for ensuring no infringement of institutional or
corporate intellectual property rights.

e References and citations are encouraged to support design decisions but
should not form a substantial portion of the project's content.



WHY COMPETE?

o Garner international visibility within the composites and advanced materials
community

e Receive mentorship from industry leaders

¢ Join a network of innovators shaping the next generation of materials
engineering

e Present your ideas to experts and potential employers during the SAMPE
Technical Sessions at JEC World 2026

GET STARTED

Ready to showcase your creativity and engineering excellence? Submit your
team’s concept and make your way to the stage at the 2026 SAMPE Global
Emerging Engineers Challenge.

Questions? Please contact Charlotte Salaiin | EEC coordinator at
csalaun@mmm.com

To upload your video and find out more, go to www.sampe.org/EEC




